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Amy MacDonald, Founder and Director

Amy MacDonald is the Founder and Director of Brolly Arts and owner of MacDonald
Designs through which she consults, and implements creative placemaking
programming for other organizations. She graduated from Stanford with a BA in
Human Biology and an MBA from UCLA in Arts and Non-Profit Management. A former
professional dancer, Amy worked with companies in Europe and the United States for
decades, and was a Rotary Scholar for dance in Germany. Since this time, Amy has
been traveling the globe using movement and art to connect to people and ask the
question, how can art build relationships and understanding?

In 1995 Amy cleverly sought to fill a niche in a burgeoning arts community in Utah as
she witnessed a desperate need to increase the opportunities and impacts of artists
and arts organizations. She got to work developing artistic, civic and corporate
partnerships to increase awareness and change around major issues of the day with
local relevance through art. She increased access to the arts, created innovative arts
programming and provided fiscal and artistic support for local and national
independent artists. Amy believes that art, culture and humanities are the most non-
threatening means we have to bring people together around important issues and
ideas to lay the groundwork for change.

After tireless work building an arts economy that pushed the needle on racial, social
and climate justice through art making, she is proud to say Brolly has provided
opportunities to over 750 artists and produced 100’s of events and major projects
earning Brolly Arts Utah’s first Creative Communities Grant Award for reinvigorating
culture and society in Utah. As an educator, Amy co-founded the Arts, Culture and
Community track at Westminster College as part of the Masters of Community
Leadership (MACL) program to help build community leaders with creative skills. As
her career has unfolded Amy has built capacity in visual art and graphic design,
become a local champion for environmentalism, is a competitive athlete, and
developed a career as a USSA certified nordic ski coach. In 2022, Amy received Utah’s
Lifetime Cultural Career Achievement Award.

Brolly Arts is dedicated to creating meaningful art and vibrant communities through artistic and civic
exploration and collaboration - www.brollyarts.org - 801-231-8274
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